Legalizing Marijuana in Florida?

Five Critical Reasons to VOTE NO on Amendment 2
Amendment 2 decriminalizes possession and smoking of marijuana by creating a constitutional right
to grow, sell and consume pot. Amendment 2 claims to be about legalizing just medical marijuana, but its wording
amounts to the de-facto legalization of pot in Florida.

FLORIDA ALREADY HAS MEDICAL MARIJUANA
The Florida Legislature already legalized medical marijuana. In fact, TWO
different laws are actively in effect today. In 2014, Florida passed “Charlotte’s
Web” allowing the use of low-THC (non-euphoric) marijuana by those suffer-
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ALLOWING THE SALE OF UNSAFE “EDIBLES”
PUTS CHILDREN AT RISK
Amendment 2 legalizes marijuana foods (edible products laced with
marijuana) which will include cookies, candies, and “pot-tarts.” These are
obviously enticing to children,
and in “medical” marijuana
states like California, children
are being rushed to the ER
after unknowingly consuming
marijuana in the form of candy.
States where medical marijuana is legal have been shown to
have higher rates of calls to
poison-control centers and ER visits by children under 9 years of age for
unintentional marijuana exposure.3 Edible products have also caused
deaths in Colorado.
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Legislature and other state regulatory bodies
would be unable to pass common-sense
legislation to correct problems with the amendment’s outcomes.
Instead, another constitutional amendment will be necessary, a
very lengthy and costly process. This is not an issue appropriate
for a Constitution, a document intended for fundamental rights
and the structure of government. Florida has an unfortunate
history of placing policy issues in our state Constitution – like fish
net bans, pregnant pig regulations and others. The bottom line is
this: drugs should not be permanently enshrined in Florida’s
Constitution.
1. http://www.edr.state.fl.us/Content/constitutional-amendments/2016Ballot/MedMFIEC_Full%20Analysis_10-21-2015.pdf 2. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-daily-meal/
states-with-the-most-mcdo_b_5496803.html 3. http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMp1500043?query=TOC&page=&sort=newest&#ref2 4. http://www.nejm.org/doi/
full/10.1056/NEJMp1500043?query=TOC&page=&sort=newest&#t=article and http://abcnews.go.com/US/marijuana-edibles-dangerous-smoking/story?id=23468248 and http://
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jul/26/cdc-warns-of-dangers-of-marijuana-edibles/
5. http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1500043?query=TOC&page=&sort=newest&#t=article
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